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Stephens’	Language and Ideology in Children’s Fiction presents	a	theory	
which	helps	the	student	of	children’s	literature	locate	the	ideological	content	
in	children’s	books.	Stephens	claims	that	“a	narrative	without	an	ideology	
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Government: Capitalism versus Socialism





































































































	 “What’s	that	to	me?	This is a free city. Every man here takes 





















































city,	and	good	people	grew	in	it.	But they had no children and	when	they	died	
the	people	chose	a	king”	(255;	emphasis	added).	Because	MacDonald	sees	no	
hope	of	good	government	to	come	he	indirectly	criticizes	both	the	Victorian	
middle-class	and	the	government.	The	way	The Princess and Curdie	ends	
is	clearly	MacDonald’s	purposeful	intent.	This	is	to	show	how	reforms	are	









































































































men were all animals once?”
	 “No,	ma’am.”
	 “It	is	of	no	consequence.	But	there	is	another	thing	that	is	
of	the	greatest	consequence—this:	that all men, if they do not 
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